As related in detail, 


his executaion, to Dre J.R.S. Pitts, then sheriff of Perry County, Miss. 
When I was about ten or eleven years of age, my father sent me to 
school, and I went at intervals from time to time, to several good 
teachers. I might, with proper training and management, have received 
a liberal education. My father often insisted, and urged it upon me to 
study and try to obtain a good education, and he told me that he would 
send me to schoo] as long as I wished to go. But being misled by my 
assocations with band company, I was engaged, instead, in studying mis~ 
chief, and other things no way profitable to myself or advantageous to 
youths, It was my misfortune, that my disposition led me on to study 
how to cheat, defraud and swindle my comrades and schoolmates, out of 
their pocket-knives, their money or anything they might have, which I 
wanted and I was generally successful in my undertaking. If I could 
not effect my object in one way, I would resort to some other, and 
finally obtain it before I stopped. Induling in this rude and mis- 
chievous disposition, I naturally became more hardened, and when at 
school it was my delight to see the scholars whipped or ortherwise 
punished, an J would often tell Jies on any of them that would dis- 
please me, so as to cause them to get a flogging; and very often T 
would tell a lie on an innocent scholar; so as to clear a favorite 


anc guilty one, and have the innocent one punished. It most generally 


happened, that I managed my villany so as to get clear; it sometimes 
happened, however, that I got punished. This I did not care for any 
longer than punishment lasted. So scon as I was released, I would 
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+t a worse wisdeed than the one I was chastised for any of my schoo] 


corm 


nates that were the cause of my punishment, I was certain to wreck my 
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vengeance on, by having them punished some way. From m) bad conduct in 


school there was no teacher that would permit me to go to his school long 


at a time, and whenever I had any difficulty with my teachers, my mother 
would always protect me and ‘nitrated me in what I would dos; and being so in- 
dulged and protected, this excited me to commit crimes of greater maghi- 
tude. and I am frank, here to say, that my mother has been the principal 
and great cause of a1] my crimes and misfortune by stimulating me to the 
commission of those deeds that have brought me to what I ame 

When I was about the age of twelve years, my mother one day sent me 
with a sack to a neighbor's house (Mr. Helverson's) to procure some 
vegetables or greens. I consummated my errand to ee. H., who told me 
to go to the garden and take what I wanted. I had no knife with me, I 
asked Mrs. He to loan me a knife, which J knew she had, and she pulled 
out a very pretty little knife from her workpocket, and told me not to. 
doae of break it, for it was a present made to her by a frierid. This I. 
listened to and promised her that I would be careful. Now, while I was 
in the garden procuring vegetables or greens, my whold mind and wits were 
employed in devising some mode by which I could cheat the lady out of her 
knife. Finnaly, after I had procured my vegetables and placed them in 
the sack, I put the knife in the bottom of the sack; I then returned to 
the house, and told the lady that I had laid the knife down in the garden 
and had forgot the place and could not find it; I asked her to go with me , 
and beth me hunt for it, which she accordingly did, and we both Hunted 
‘dilligently, but to no effect. The lady was very anxious about her knife 
and much regretted its loss, while I was all the time laughing in my sleeve 
to know how completely I had swindled her. This trick of mine passed off 
well for a time. It was however, found out that I had the knife, and 


that created some noise and trouble. I was accused of stealing the knife. 
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But I denied all accusations and stated that I had bought the knife I 
had in Mobile, and proved it by my mother, who always upheld me in my 
rascality. This may be said to be my first successful feat in stealing, 
: although I was in the habit of stealing lettle frivelous things from school 
boys, before that time. 
My father living a very close neighbor to Mr. Helverson, whose 

family is related to ours, their stock run together in the same rangée 
My next on set in stealing was from Mr. H again; he had a lot of very 
fine fat pigs, and these were at that time selling at a high price in 
Mobile. My brother Isham (nickenamed Whinn) and myself geared up a horse 
in a cart and shietod. pretendedingly for a “camp to kill deer and 
haul to Mobile. We went a short distance that night and camped. During 
the night we went to Helverson's hog bed, and stole a cart load of his 
finest pigs, fifteen in number, hauled them to Mobile and sold them at 
two dollars each. Although Mr. H. was Satisfied in his owm mind that we 
had stolen his pigs, yet he could not prove it; and we escaped again. So 
I was stimulated with my sucess, and being stil] more encouraged and 
‘upheld by my mother, and not exceeding fourteen years of age, I believed 


that I could make an independant fortune by theiving and became insensi- 


“+ ble of the danger which awaited me. A short time after the incident just 


related had transpired, I made a second rake upon Mr. H.'s pigs. But in 
my second adventure, I was not so fortunate as I was in the first, for 
Mr. H. rather got me this time. The proof was sufficiently strong, and I 
was prosecuted for the first time, for pig stealing. Well knowing my 
guilt as I did, and the evidence against me, I thought my case extremely 
doubtful. I was arrested by the sheriff of Jackson county, and had to 
give bond is appear at the Circuit Court of Jackson county, to answer an 
indictment prefered against me by the State of Mississippi, for the 


crime of larceney. The bond required me to attend the Court from term to 
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tern, and from day to dey, until discharged by due course of law. My 
poor father employed the best counsel to defend me, that could be 
obtained in ali the country. This cost the poor old man a large sum 
yomey. My counsel, after learning the facts of the case, advised me 
that my only chance of agquittal, was to put off the trial as long as 
possible. This he did from tern to term, in hopes that something might 
occur to get me acquitted. I well know if my case should be .brought to 
a hearing, J would be convicted, and I dreaded the consequences, for TI 
knew that there would then be no chance on earth to prevent my being 
sent to the penitentiary. 

fully sensible of my situation, young as I was at the time, i 
became necessary for us to devise some plan to get out of the scrape, 
and I reflected for weeks how to manage this matter. One day, in con= 
versation with my mother and some other confidential friends, she and they 
advised me to consult GALE A WAGES; and my mother said she woulc send 


for Wages and see him herself, as he was a particular friend of hers. This 


she accordingly did, and he came to our house. There were several of the 


clen at our house then, though I did not know them at that time as such} 


but my mother did, as I afterward found out when I joined them, Among the 
many plens proposed by the clan, none seemed to suit my mother or Wages. 
Some were for waylaying and killing the witnesses; some for ohe thing and 
some for another. Finnaly Wages made his proposition, which was seconed 


by my mother. This was the proposition T hag been waiting to hear, for 


my mother told me that whatever plan Wages yvoulé pursue; he would be 


certain to get me clear. His plan was, that we should, in some way or 


other, endeaver to have the Court House and all the records destroyed, 


cy 


and so destroy the indictment against me. By that means there would be 


che 


nothing against me, and I should be acquitted, as no charge would rest 
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After the coureshouss; recor 


‘guilty aud fer which EL ought toe bay e been punished. 
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‘get A tine ; aud we 


his word, & 


recellact, but 4t wes & 


accerdinahy met. The precise date 


‘th. After 


dry tims, and a dark night, with a 


procuring aufficient dry combustibles, we the Court-house, went 


Upsteies, and placed our combustibles in tha reof, on the windward aide 
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" @f the houee. Wages went down ataiys te gatrel around, After recen> 


noLtering around sufficiently, he gave signal, by ea rap or knock 
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gave me the wiaest confidence In 
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of his comrades accordingly held 
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After the burning of the Court Houses, the interceurse naeveay 
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standing dn the in which they lived; that they had an Grgas 
Bized Band that would stand up te each Gther at all BE they had 
ity ef Nebile, where thy held eccnstonal meetings; 
nd many confederates there whom the public little ‘ 
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giere to carry then, 


ability, and that I was a 


. a @ 
their iomediate stectal charge. 


ie We hed a vendasvous at old Wagast ebout twelve milea from Hobile, and 


anothar a¢ Bog Rivar, about the same distance jn a different direction. 
We ranged that season from one placa to the eLher, and sometimes in town, 
; i 
; : . : : / 
f: stealing any end everything wa could, Sometimes killing beef, hegs and 
ee a ‘ 


eheap, hauling them to town and selling them; sometimes atealing a fine 


oY 
horse or mule end conveying it to some cf our comradea to conceal; and 


be” 


eecasionslly a negro would Gisappoar, All this while, we pretended. to. 


in meking chingle’, burning. chor 


Li] 
®& 
bay 


. the angag 


SAE 


picketsa, cach for himealf, We always mat 


co fos with a1) the moat they could use, 


Ed 
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ee We worked on in this way until lete in the KUNST “OF € 


“fall of 1039, when moot of the inhabitante had left the citys; and wa 


having six of cur Clan than employed ae City Caurds, ws raklied our force 
ovdered a meeting, It was there resolved that wa should pree 
sibs _, “pare curetlves with beats and teamé~-thea bests to be stationed at a parti 
i. : ‘ ny . ; ‘ : ~~, 
‘culay wharf in Mobile, on a certain night, end the teams at a lending 
: > oo > : : G 
As ee ate r e 3 . 
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namad, on. Dog River the next night. It waa eleo ordared that wa ehould 


Wigwam en the first night at’ savan 
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! _ e-ptores,. Thus armed, cach man with lide revolver, bowie keife and dark lantern, 
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| about ten ofclock we eiarted ovt. Our firet bree VES & 
} | : eo z 
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\ | - 
| | stere which ve opanad with one of our keys. We tock over 
ee Oh 
fon le goods from that atore, Line ates muislina, etc, We mvt 
i a 2 , 
bey javeley atora, end made a cleaa sweop there, Thera ware “4 
| wa got soma eilver watchas and two or th say zold watches, left, we supposed ie 
| } . ee 
| to ba repaired. Our crise thare was about four to five - —— 
me Our naxt break was on a large clothing titora, There 
of the fineat and be ¢ elothing, While we were at 
‘were packing eff and etering in thair boa tte We he bu teher 
carte, which would etand a short digtance off ant Gus loaded 
the carts which they hauled | to our boata. About halfep ofeleck 
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: knowing that ¢ : would he & new guard cut at: twelve ofcleck, wa disparasd 
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end most valuable, goods, 
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were ready for action, with all kinds of false keys, lock picks, JAY E , 
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from the eity, and went up the rivar to our 


& our goods until that night, vhed we had our. 


jes . : : 
ing off and concealing goods, which we finally. ace sorsp Lighad the eecone night. 

m4 ¥ : ; i 

nagee then erdorad' a maating of the Clan, and punctual attendenca was required, 
BaP 4-2 . 2 ® 1 
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‘The cbject of this meeting was for a report: from each me thea amount 
toe a | 
of ods he had obta ined, go that an equal paneer might be med2a. Fromm 
3 4 : : | 


‘the report then mada, ,we had procured over twe sie ali thousand dollara worth 


of gooda of alnoat every description, Wa Gnd en ehandiint eupply of grocerise 


and liquors: Cur friends in the city had 4 besutiful supply of elmoat everye 


‘thing. We mada a division of our plunder, and Wages, HeGrath sad myeekf got - ; 


A ‘ se 
for our share Rbout six thousand dollara worth, We vere peraitted to select 
é i ‘ 


the £inget and most coatls! goods, such as the jewelry, fine silke, meline, 


etce., whieh we esate carry in our trunks. . . a ite 


. NE ok 4 Pees 1 ob 
Having prope: rly stowed away our eerie tock a trip from Mobile to ee 


_Florid by wey of, Pensacela, Gary “ying ¥ ith ne ee et the jewsiry, Watches’ 


Wis 
and ary good BR. Ne traveled from Pans eects through Florida, sith our peck 


pf Boos fa, &8 peddlars :, each ae a different route, end all to mest aaa 
we : care Saecae 
Apelachicol4 on & certain day. legoa ‘went the middle route, McG rath the y 


SenerD route ae ‘ yoant tha. nor inern TOUCC. _1 treveled som ng distance, . 


occasionsily salling sone of my plunder. eventually arrived at a vary 


rich neighborhood, near the Chatochoocta rivers not for from the Al labawa 


Lire: There 4 BOOT bial ad most of my goods. ; os =n 
I féll in ayith g house where a very rich old widow lady lived. She 


. cng a ‘ . ee # : ; ; ‘ * a 
bought 8 ¢ood deal of my jewelry and other goods for her two young daughtere. - 


I pretended to be sick, for an excuse to stay there, This lady had & very 
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nica mulatto girl about peventeen years old. During the time I was there 


pratending to be sick, 1 made aa arrengement _ with thie girl te run away 
vith meg 1 promised to take hor for a wife,’ and carry her to a free Ste 


She wag to meet me on a certain, night at the taneing on the river, about 


one mile from that place. I left the house pr retendl to co to Columbus 


te « ~ . a. a ae me 


I procured some meat and bread anc started dow the river. Oa the night 
pointed I was at the landing; and about ten O'clock the mulatto gir] 
came. She had provided bed clothing and prévisions in the plenty. I then 
started dow the river with the girl. We went about thirty miles that night, 
and lay by in the river swanp all the next day The next night we made 
about fifty miles dow the river. The third night we reached Apalachicola, 
two days previous to the time appointed to meet Wages and McGrath. I 
landed a short distance above town, and left my gir] in a swamp just after 
Gaylight, and then went to the city. In looking around I fell in with 

John Harden, he being one of our clan. He soon gave me an introduction 

to a place wie z could conceal my girl, and stay myself, The next day 
McGrath arrived; I met him in the street, and gave him a sign to follow 

me to our rendézvous. I showed him my girl and told him the way I had 
‘got her; he then told me that he had stolen a likely negro fellow, and 

had bim concealed in the swanp about four miles from town. After dinner, 
and a little before night, McGrath and I went out to the swamp, brought in 
his fellow, and concealed him at the same place where my girl was. 

The next day about efpnt otclock Wages came up; we were all on the 
look-out for hime We gave him a hint to come to our place. We showed 

Wages what a raise we had made; he then told us that he had stolen two 
negroes and two fine horses and that they were concealed in the swamp 
about five miles from tow. In fear of pursuit he said we must leave 
instantly. We made an arrangement with Hardin and our landlord to take 

the horse. They gave Wages twenty-five dollars a piece for the horses, 

and our board bill. That night Wages and Hardin went out to the swamp; 
Hardin took the forses and left, and Wages brought in his negroes and placed 
them with ours. That night while Wages was gone after the negroes, MeGrath 
and I wont to a coffee house, and while there we me some Spaniards that 


had a little schooner there, and which was then loaded for New Orleans. 


ee al 


“Sapp ee 


y ial i — 4 men as tf £ ge. s es Bate a : ~. | ge ge C. 7 : ae it 
We made the acrenugenant with them Co carry us ong our negreag to New eleana, 
cata vnitt ceaiges ; az eo rs ae ee Hii ea ees Aloe: siicry p ade ; oa 
returned to sus plisece and hed everything prepared, About ten otelock Vagee 
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came in with hie negrees, and we all want on board the veosél, which weighed 


ancher end sailed down the bar, Next morning the captain cleared-hie veasal, 


. ; 
ang by tan o'clock wa were over the bar aod under way ulth & good bracze, 


Ca the ageond night, a little before day, wa landed at the Pontchartrain 


reilvcad, and left an tha firet care for tha city. We went into’ one of our 


pleases im the elty, got breakfset For ourselves and -negr “088, and at nine 
j 


ofclock wa left in @ ateamboat for Bayou Sara. “We landed thare, eronaen 
. “ Pa - 


the river and went to one of our clan--g rich planter where we sold our 


negroes. I got one thousand dollars for my mulatte girl; Me Grath gold 


ee 


\ 
hte fellow for eleven hundred dollars. We took our money and left for 
: \ 
i e 
Mobile, Wagss gold each of hie hoye fer nine hundred dollars. My girl 
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made. congidersble fuse when Iwas about to Les’ a, but ‘ILtolé har I would 
r ! rd) % Me Pe * { 
a mar) ; : ™ ° ; 
return in @ month, and rather pacified 19K. Tras hore acknowledge that Bry 
“ey 


_ consctanes did: that time feal mortiefied viien I reflect how ich better it 


would have baan ‘for me te have kept her and lived with her. than to coms to 
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what 1 eee 


On cur way to Mobile we atopped in New Orléans three or four days. 


During cur etay there was one fire. We past a ean} reine on that of about 
@ hundred dollars eech. McGrath came very 1 nsar - being esupht by attenp ting 


“to mske a 6écond hayl. Wa left next day for Mobile; landed s t Peacagoula, 


stolen in New Orlesne. 


snd walked home by land, with our money and the gmall amount “baie wa had 
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We then de posite s@ our monay, and gathared ell the balance of our fine 


goods that wa: had stolen in Mobile at the grest five, and whet we had stolen 


in New Orleané, and prepared ourselves for a eacond | tours Wa had realise 


about ene hundr ed and fifty collars for cur exp CROGE, aad en equal ghara of 


the goods, 
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We got on a steambost and went up the Mississippi to the mouth of the 


river and up the river to a landing called the New Springs. There we paid 


F i 7 ; 
our passage and went on the shore, each with his pack and his double-barrel gune 


| “ on ei . : 
We stopped at a house about one nile from the river, where we called for our 


€ 


dinner, which we got, and all remained there till next day, during which time we sold 


a considerable amount of our goods at the house and in the’ neighborhood, 
which made our packs much lighter. We left the next day, stopping at 
all houses selling our goods which we did at a rapid rate, as we had stolen 
and were not sufficient judges of their value to know yhat price to ask, 
and in concequence we often sold them at one-half their value, and’ soon 
rid“of then. | 
HYPOCRITE MicGRATH PREACHES AT NATCHITOCHES, Lhe 

Having disposed of the principal part of our goods, about the fourth 
day after we left the New Springs landing, we were approaching the prairie 
country on the Texas border. We provided our selvesiwith bread and salt; — . 
We had diminftton. Shortly: Before night, we came toa small place of woodland 
by a ravine. ‘There ee a large Grove of cattle of all sizes there; MeGrath 


shot a very fat two year old heifer; we skinned the hind quarters and tender 


loin; we built up a fire and feasted sumptuously. The wolves came near our 


camp and made a dreadful noise, but at day break we shot and. killed three 


and the balance ran off, They had devoured all the heifers meat, but we had 


provided sufficient for our journey that day. We got out and traveled in 

a direction to find a settlement, then made about twenty-five miles south 
‘of shreveport. Thidsigs the place where Walter ed told Wages the negroes 
were, that we or after. We traveled about thirty miles that day, and 
suffered year none for water. We reached a settlement a little before nieht, 
on some of the waters of the Sabine River. It was the residence of some. 


stock keeper; there were some three or four families, and some fifteen or 


twenty Mexican drovers, and horse thieves they had just. been to Natchitoches. 
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the next day we had tised from our 
ef ue a good and bridle, 
. 
fxom ena of thsee icang the residences 
: | 
at wa were after, end.we aleo learned that | 
| 
he and hie family were strict members of the Nethedist Church. Now it was 
Ve 4 ; ‘ ss: Loe SE 
thet one of ue had to turn preacher, go ag to réeonnofter around the place 
Wages end I put that on MeGrath. We ell mounted ovr horses and ste rted, 
hewing procured pisnty of lassess ete., NeGrath being an Irishman and his 
; 
. " i f 
_“ tongue tipped with planty of blamney. 
at . 7 
We traveled for two days ve ary mogerate 
4 erilling HeGrath, hoy to pray sited ging, and give 
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Me oGrath enter ed ee town by ong road, end. a 
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(a) -  MeGreth went prong: a fow of his brethran | thee 
- . t 
To our astonts sheent it was posted gt every 6o orner, that: Tiev, Mr. ° 
: : Soe sO eles 
McGrath from Charleston, South Carolina, would proach at the Methodist church 
a, ae that evening, of halirpaae. eovenelt” = We atten do A church. MeGrath took his 
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étené in the pulpit. He made g vary gentle ap ology to hia audience, saying 


he was such -fetigued — hig travels that he had caught cold and wae very 


hosree me could not ging; but he read out the hym. It wass "Hark from 


the toubs a dolefui sound." One old brother pitehed tha tuna to Old Hundred, 


and *phiy all, in, Hases and mysslf among the restz Wages sang bass and . + 


that old church sound like distant Munda. Aftor 


IT tenor, and va all meds 


he sing Aan 4 
LIES Anda 


Mary Megdnlens found tha stone rolled ad the door of the sepule 


~~ +. jhe geld unto them, Be not affri Lghtad; ys 


crucified; he had risen; he ie not here; 
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exnertad alk to reg 
hovxr called all his 
The whole congrapati 


fintebed, sang anothar hymn jen 
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=== retired, Wages and myscif to & 


hia brethren. Next day the mee 


to knew what was his pecuniary 
poor, was om hia way to see a 

miles from there; thet. ha carr 
They made up. money. to buy hin 


bags and fifty de thaws in cash 


left, Wagea and 1 left by ano 


te be grayed fox to come forward. 


an@ McGrath with goms of 
there waited on MeGrath 


gituatien, He told them that he Was ver 
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vich valation of nia, Shout’ tyo hundred 
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ied his is te heap off wild beasts, ete. 


FA fine 6 suit of black, a new saddié and saddle- 


. We remained there two days, when MeGrath 
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ther road. We met @ shart distance from 


toxn and nada the proper arrangement for our eper rations. — McGrath wag to 


ga on to the house of thia man t 


‘discoveries were neceasary. He was te join Wages 


. fox the Red Land on ‘the Iri am, 


that had the negroes ved there maka what 
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of the first day of Septeut ner following. Wages end 1 léft it the direetion 
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pet water for. ourselveg-and horecs, at about 


beaf, and raturned to our 
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we left cu 


A little before daylight we reached 
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& emsll, desp river. We there found a very flat and some small bosta. We 
took the flat and carric’! our horees and negroes over; took the Flat back, 


wagea end I crogacd to our horges end negroca. 


Ad 


and tock a anali bost, and ¥ 


i we 


eled on} we could psreeivy lantéticns by | 
3 EF , : 


egunrias wa hed traveled four or five “Ve could nee at a distance 


“several clusters of woodland im the prairies, We made for one of thém 


soma dietance, from the road, which ve found afferded sufficient shelter for 


that Cay. Ye found ecms water, but net plenty, and very badg cur horace 


would drink bur little of it. We stripped our 


graze, teok our braakfsst and told the negroes to go to sleep. I want to 


‘ é é 


About twalve o'clock I 


report of a gun. 1 woks up and found that Wage 19 had shot 8 fat yearling 


nd saved the hind quarters and loin, and ealtad it a 


Little and barbecued it. While Wages laid down and took a nap the nagro 


woman and I attended to the ment. About an hour before aunas se Wases euoke 


-and wa all ate heartily. Wa ate the last of our bread.and potatoes; Cur 


horees had finished grazing and were resting, and ebout aunset WS began to 
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aie fer traveking, with 


our ghelter in tha wooda 


Mes one «hundred ‘y miles from the place where we Ned stolen the neproes. 


ao 


we traveled on thet might dhont-chinty milea, and resched a lerge creek 
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between miduight and day. We passed one or two plar 
Tes . . 
H -. Re? . 


woodland, 


to the creek he: examined.the ford and found horee 


| trackas ha rede in firet., Went over and~ took the bridle of the _ 
i x | 
iy ee . 
horge thet the two little negroes and led and the negro 


4 


\ : $ oe = fas, a . 3 

| woman end myself Followed.) We went ovt en ecme seven or eight miles, and carne 

| A . 

1 


to woodland end plantations. Some of the plantations were very larse, We. 
continued traveling till daylight; after day wa passed several fine, large 


| +n. Plantations, The gun wes about one hour high when we came to a ferry on & 


large river. We called, and the fercyman wae @ negro; we ingui red the dis- 


fy tance from the large river we had crogseds ¢ said sixty-threa miles. The 


: coe { 
ered. parti cularly'ifoxt San Antonio, 


Necro Was & cat intelligent fellows wa ing 5 
. mh 
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* et 
and told him there was where we were going. We inquired ‘tee several other 


ene ; . se eee 


places, and lefty. at & short dietance we found the as where we could reat, 


; Me 
not far from a plantation. There Wasee and.myealf procured 6ome cora for our 
horses, the firgt they had eaten in eeveral days. .We also procured some bread: 


after we.fed and rested our horsesand alept BOG. ourgelves, a little before 


|. + might we started again. We traveled that night about thirtyefive miles, and 


_etopped at @ small creek and camped till daylight. . We then started, crossed 
ak, went cut a glort disvance ard turned our course more co the eaat.: 


We tcok a trail that led ue. down the creek, We halted about noon to rest our * 


és * . . - ‘ 
horees, which by thia time was much fatiques. Here we procured something for 


| ourselvea to gat, : 
i . . @ - 
| ? 
: We ware now over two hundred miles from the place where ws had atelen the 
‘ oaee 


negroga: we were inquiring for several places and where was the beat place to 


C). : “ : 


a ¢ 4 4 f) 3 
ea Tocate. We wanted to find a rich neighborhood where there was BOS society, etc. 


further we acld 


now eteered 


We got Gixections for eev 


ment on ths Brasog. river, where we arrived the second dsy after. We quarte 
a . 
re a WIS HES a si tf ylanter the 26 pyrG treveted x UP ex - le eth 
QFee Cur HEsroesé with Be PLAneGe NGYS BG Creveasa sround, we atl ange i 
{ oe ee? 
found & purchaser, soma twenty milee from the plece where the Te SEORS were. 


We delivered t 
We 


goma dist 


We had realized From all our sales alittle « 


This was about the tenth of May. The money was 


§ pt 


bank bills, and w 


our course for San Antonie, on foot, @ 


aa 


five days. We traveled .aigurely, and ‘pronunes ao 


through the prairies. After resting a day or two, 


q . ¢ a 
how the land sy: Wa went -into,e store and baught 


eat, which was, Salih ua-<plenty milk and bread. 
could speak robin, 


ang ‘that very indie “ferently. 


plese, and his drover and herdsman, spoke the best 


man to let ug have a couple of horses and saddles, 


hunting and take our guns; we told him wa wiahed 


told us "Yee," 


a 


hin, We killad vlenty of vaneion to supply 


had some gold and silver to pay our 


Only 


snce and gold our horsas. 


short of two thousand dollars. 


principally in New Heteene 


ttle e expenses. Wai / 
ad reached there in about | 
me tuocheaded Texae gourds 
we looked around to sea~ 7 
nnoitnimessee cartel 
tee light Spanish seddles, | 
5 Vid o a | a 
with brigies end all the apparatus for viging Ve put them up in a ganted) 
a as . 
package, and provided curgelves ai.th provisiona for two-dsye. Each shouldered 
his pack, ‘and we Jae San Antonio in the night, and ateersd our courge-~——~----" 
weat, We had-traveied some tan or fi fte on miles, when wa eteppod at a emall 
cresk and camped. Next mor fitng we traveled on some twontyefive miles farther, 
when ws came to a ranch, where there was great stock of horaga, mlea, jacka, . 
.jernies and horned cattle. We hid our saddles before wa approached the plasa, 
‘and went up with our bundles of clothes and cungs end aeked fer semsthing to wes 


one or two of the people 


An ‘old man, the head of the 


english, We asked the old 


end wa would go with him 


to fae the country. He 


and furnighed ue with horses. Ve 6pant a week or more with 


oni I 


- &@eule thet was nat apart for ua, sen egiipped, with plenty of water eng 


run under ground, Wa lokt our escond night's e 


Cae day YVeses told ‘hin that he wanted to &9 and case out that night 


pe the next ni aie: and 


| y 
= : ae IIOP, : 
of his gentle mlee to ackg he told us te take the mule and any horags we 


¢ 
be oy 


Pleaged, and helped ug to pa i up, with water, proviatons and whatever wa 


a i oil 
wanted, We started and remained out thee night and the next, ang retumed 
a 


the third day, We had. seven fina deer in -allg he asked ue 60 longe-bad we 


been lost? Va told him we had, and- that while we were cut we had met with 


an Bequaintance of oure, buying onl and mules, and hint he hed furnished | 


te buy thirty good horses end thirty mule, if wa could get then delivered. 


te @ certain piace. named, about ore hundred i lee from Chara. We ehowed him 


the gold we had, and satisfied hin ag td the money, which was to be paid on 


\ 


delivery on the horgae and ms las &t the placd meationad, The horses and mules. 


WIE selected, and the price agreed upon, Sraely. lead and pack mulea ware 
‘ 7 t = 


' 
selecte ed, and every Preparation wae made for our coparture, ‘ 
S z . . : : _~ ; | 
s, : : i 
We were to go with hin end return with hin, $0 89 to gee that the cone oo 
tract 2 ecnplies with, The dsy arrived and we set ‘out 4 with five muleg i 


pe ee Ae re ae — 


a young-half breed mee” te. 


De 


pacsed, | and fiva santly lead MS 8 Sith ba ake On, apd 


Indien te ass sat, in driving, -and all. of us mounted en the beat of horgas, 


We had | managed to  preeare: eur new ag saddles ei eat then id their Wiehe, on 


“provisions, we 6st out a little after ény ylighe, ani travel that day wae up- 


warde of thirty niles, on account of ene water. The next ds 8¥ was ferther, 


nda tha tsp points. The next i our onby topping place was 


we 


ahout twenty mile 1a, and the next was thirty miles. 


This’ i A ee appeared te be a dead lake or spring, with an, 
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dhdevenouus dtecharga, with e few emall Rrovee of timber 1 nee x by, and esveral- 


lakes oF sinks in tha grouné, in the direction the + ater wag bios od to 


the third morning, and 


arxivad at the tvonty-mile place in the Feces’ We, as usual, stripaed and 
: , Ko" Pe ee BO : - : 
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n end his 


ad E& 


to grase,;-eat dinnar,-ond tha old H 
Wagea and I teok cur guns end want off, pretending to 


ical bie e prairvis hea end sau dser. Wa closaed 


our ems ong wont to tha camp. While. losding our guna, wa eade 


woh 


- 


mont tn what way to dispatch our traveling coxpaniona, for that was the way 


wa intended to pe sy for the horece and mules, So it was agrecd that tha nowe 


Bet3S 


morning, before day, wa ware to pRspare £0%0 Bets grass ond have our guns 


ready; Wagoe tas to get up, wake m3, sal wa wore to pet the straw on Fire, 


i 
i 


to maka a light to esa the position in which the two inn lay. 


All thet night I did not sleep one minute cf sound sleee. The moat owful 


~~" and frightful dreams infe3ted my mind ell. night, and Wages told ms the nest~ 


ate 


° 


& 


day that hie clecp was dketurbod in tho fo way, end he then rogrettad the 
e 


act end wiched had not done it.. - 5s hd lug 
! hte” ' 
Wagee rose in tho’ morning easily waked: fx, fox as not ta-sdund oleep. 
5 | 


Wo took our gune. I crovled clese | to where thio young pan lay, end got ny 
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bun ready.. Vegos was to fire first. si put hio light against a emgll brush, 


end the old mes partly waked end tured his fec0 tovard Wages j who fixed tho — 


contodta of one barrel in the old mento for schoad. 

The young man wae lying with his back to meg.I. placed the russle of my 
gun to the back of hig hea 343 where the nack. oined it. My finger waa on the 
brfggers At the report of Wages! gun, : pullod the tz ‘tggor, ead thera veo 
bet little digtinetton in the neport of the t two puna | 

Both men gave me oO mippecaced: ere ecreem, end expired. 

Our next work wie -to dispoee of thom, hte wa did by pliegtie thea with’ 
nepeals evinging thea on e pole, carrying then to one of the oink holed elese | 
to the cag end wee igi: them there. Wa depoaited with thon ell tha clechas 


that hed any bleed cn shams ond with the hatchat they had, ve charponed a 


short pole and partially covered then wth fei t.. Wa nest wont to tha ca 
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ee 


very silent. Wegés had but litcle to asy and I had less. We had in our 


churry and ecnfision macaaniol to supply ouraslves wéth water, and had bur 


- tha vision of the young man'I hed killed the night befora, 
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All of 


a2 7% 
this 


the oid man’s 


to lenve the place. We took 


bridie bite, hie 


2 " n * SiN oy 
gold rings, eleeva buttona, ete. We took our new eaddie and bridles, and 


five milags from the caup. 


we gathered our pack: mules 


and the droves Hages mounted che 
old man's horse and I the young men’a, We tie ad our other two horsea together 
and —, them in the dreva, and ait thinga béing now complated, we Bet our 
about aight o'clock in. jhe morning. | 


We now had the aixty horses and wales and the ten lead and pack mules, 


the ted “fine horges of the old man ang his 2 and the two horsas he 
‘ ; ] S aor 


j 


Dy ad in ell,” ‘and alberter 


had leaned us to rids, which made seventy-fp; 
ae = ov et et ee 
am US 


gelecte’ drove of horses naver left Texae. We pursucd our journey that day 


never “— 


ee rine 


little victuals te eat that were cooked, About | quart of water in our 
pourde wae all we had for the day. We-came te the water late in the evening. 


We eiffered vary much for water that day, eg did cur horses, We atripped 


and hempered them te raze after they hed pot water, and then-preparad somes - 
€ ’ ¥ 3 3 : i 


thing for curselves. We had our turkey and part of tha deer; wa built e fire 


A€ter we had eaten, Wages said he could not sleap, 


1 isid down, but could not eslesp. Everytime I wx aie fall into 4 dose, 


: 


my ayes, ang I would atart up in a fright. After geverd] ieiPencaal attesny 


- 1] finally got up, end told Wages I could not sleap, and told ai to try it. 
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_ making the voute as direct as possible for the mouth o 


He laié 


ant ea 
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out 
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wes the matter, and he 


the night. 
The next morning we etarted very sarly. About noon we came te a. 


large erssk where we rok rad plenty of water for cureslves and the drova; | 
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we halced and reated a vhile 2, and then pursued our fjournay with 


£ Red River. We did 


‘not pass the settlanent . on Irigh Bayou, nor Natchiteches.. We arrivad at che 


mouth of Rad River “BR ad went, Gown the river ufit 41 we came opposite Bayou Sar As 


ve 


where wa had cur horaea and mules ferris a over. 


We went to & man living out from the 


the herses except the four waddte hergas, Ve went up into Wilkinson County, 
9 & gree $ 
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Nissieaippi, where we sold all the mules, gatting £i€ty dollara fer'each of 
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the horses and an average of ‘seventy-five dollere for each of the mules, We 


eold ths two saddle horses that Wasss and mycelf vote’ before we killed the 


en na eset ene ee 
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two ies cane, for ona hundred dollars each. Wa then “shaped QUr COUrea for ee 
Natcheg, and when within about: "tustee ad Lan ad it, wa effected eale of the 
two horses Wa ware viding, to one Kany ke gave ¥ neatae hundred and fifty 

dollars for ‘the horse the old Mexiean had, and he ne ave 1S Ong injadewd and 
twenty-five. dollaxe for the one I rods, and sont us in & careia aga te Netehea, [ 
where. ve exrived about tha laot of June. We had realized on our trip that 
time about eis theveand six hundred and seventy-five dollsra. : ict 
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We hed not been in Natches long befora a ateamboat passed down and we 
went of beard. We had preserved our eaddlea, bridics and ali our travaling 
egquipaga. We landed at New Ozleana, wont to. the bank and depea ited ell money 


but a few hundred dollars, which wa retained in gold coine-two ae half and 


: ; a et oe sagen ee’ % 
five fallax pieces. . We remained in New Osleene Co epend tha fourth ef July 


with our associates thare. = oe 
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Riiees beidles and treveling equipase. Ts cf very Gry Riven 


led with 


the bordar cf a small river, one brane 


there end ate gone bread and meat. In the evening wa reconneltered and ise 


Gow ered in the vicinity a large, 


exees and males peaging around, and a 
Wages gent ma to watch on the main read for the wagons, walle bs watchad the. 
ef a 
horses end mules, About euneet & magro cane to drive the horses and mules 


their let. Wages asked what hie master’s n 


wnak atats -ha noved 


from, He ‘told Wagea hie master's naws was Smiths and 
se : avs F 
Carolina Wages asked if: ha was 6 geod maetexr. The nagre said nog that he 


‘he moved from South 
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éid nok feed wall mor clothe walls and that he drove hard end whipped hard. 


' re 


= @ dram. Wagss then € 


to where I was: stationed on the road, but thelr 


wagons had passed about cas hour peek Va hurried on aad got to the Larry: 
@ licele after dark. fhe wagons had just got ovax and wara camped on the : 
other bark. We called, and the ferrynen lat us ovar, and went to hie keuse 


Gone él atadice off, We took gupper with the wagons. After 


Wa eos 


i 
i 
i 
i ia te 
Raed 
sbi 
i 
aan 
eg 
. 
oe. 
ha 
+g 
sf 
=: 


2 ee eV A cei imipnction (centene® sien fae See awbintia 
of whiskey and the ehist anc yahtoloerns 


-sacdles and bridles, We gave ;him ano ss dram and 


. border of the rrairie, ard tock out our bag; 


@istance from the road and. concealed 3 its and went back and 
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asked him if he did not want to leave his mester and go to a free stete. 


thas Fecy : Ae ae = Any ~ gupacr theam tres sinha a aA wands 
The negro said he dids that he had run away theres times in South Cerclina 
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and started to Ohi every t- Wages then gave nim, 


‘another dram and ai uld steal three of the teat horses on 


ey ; 


his mester's plantation; and bring then bo ee ee the next night or 
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the night after. The negre said he could; Wages then told him, if he 


would tring the three herses ene ae bridle and saddle and go with us, 


‘that he would take him to: 8 — state, The negro présise! to de so, and 


said he coulc de it next night as well as .any oth 


. “3: ee ary 
two haltera to lead with, anc en old wagon sacdie. We told him we had 
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et him go, ard we wet 


our heads and cresaed ever to the camp, 


we teld the weseners—that we soul id stop a few dave in. the . 
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ae ra \ i 
vicinity, arc reat awhile and hunt. We went on two ‘or three miles id the 


Ci 


small three= allo on kegs of whiskey; one full and eo other with about one 


sag 
.C the wagoneré adie, and they 


Grove on. We shouldered our bagtase, arate we could carry; werit a short 


the sane plac We then took our flaska full of + tha. akey, our two gourds 
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ce be. PO 
ter, and s¢ me salt, and went about 2 mile on ‘the edge of the grat lute, 


full of w 


‘where we built a small fire, we next turned out to hunt meat. We eould find 


plenty of eattle, but were afraid to shoct them so near the settlement, for 
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fear of discovery tefore we had accomplishe ed oor Purpose, we hunted for some 


‘. 


finally came in view of a endl era of trees, about a half mile 
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Dey 2. ia Lorry flat. He-told me to teke CaLa Be Ae. aur and 


to the bank. Such 


I ie : 3 : 
.&plashing you never aid hear. Wages got out; the negroe's horaeé bogeess he 
oe dumped of f anc took the heey and the horss got cut. Wages then told me ta. 
7 e “OQ 
bear uy, which I did, anc WS 4 water, fit ed cur gourds 


iF 
and took eech a dra ‘on again untied daylight 


aS 


et =! 


‘eppeare 2d 5° , : ie : : a ane Oke ee ae . 
‘Wages and J then cone eee, whether to keep en or lay’ by through ths dey. 


2 atch tne 


“We con cluced it was caler to etch, COHCEE 21 the negro an 


: read. We ‘bei bn le vo cur for ‘soue woodland, & and about half an hour efter 
ook einhive we ceperied woodland to the west, at gone. Cistance, We made for it, 
Il i po . ca : ‘ 
i stripped our horses atic hampered them to graze; tock our dean, BOme water, and 
nae f a oo Shay tes: © oy ee 
ate our breakfast on ¥ his shh and went 
- f 
tases. tO wEeE “ano Fead, I took my gun and went west to hunt water. We aan ree 
4 “negro. to mind the horges; we Look CoP asks; each vent. his own ways 7 walked 
if , oe ~ ae * . Sr Neceet toy i 
‘about a mile and case te gone prairie land, anda dao distance further I 
2S - > saw woodland and. plenty. of: gattle-and veenj I knew there mist be water thera. 


“I hunted and foune plenty, bot at 


flock. of turkeys and. \ilied to and cleaned and washee then -the are and i went de. 


48-the-eaur. The negro had been tasting the contente of hia Hse,” as “he paid, 


roe 


to make 


whter, and ‘ie was pretty tight; I told him he mst “Btop that 


wther off; he said he would.” We mad ay a fire and roasted our 


> until we 
. : oF re : ‘ : 


eel” berkers. I-toid the negro to go to eleep, which he gid, After he had slept 
& es : : wi 
his nay ont, I laid down end told him to watch and wake me about two hours 


before ails We then put’ saddles on two horges ‘and led ene, and wert with 
: ; ; : a > 


our gourds to the 3 water, Our horses drank somej the negro dran k powerfullyen 
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te 


we hac). They said they were the Bame, and Ir 


to do. I veFlected for & fow 1 Tol nents 


wee 


had come; they were riding very fast; they rode up and in guirec which way 


We 


‘ . sce ; ; 
were traveling. Weges told than ke Tasrad east of thet aboot twenty miles; 


was ‘rambles his horse,” The other twovH@f stated that they were on the hunt of 
ad : 
I 


some stolen horses and negroes that were teken from ths settlement on Ipteh 


Bayou in Aprils that they had been through western Texas and were now diree 


Hs. 
y 


pin San Antonia, The three men inquired how fax thay had traveled that day. 
Thoy said froa the leet ferry, about f if 7 Uh They then sees if the 


two men had ret any pergon on the road. The replics no. One of the thr 


ie 
then said that some fergon had stolen a negro and three horses from awe 
4 


Tish tefore, and they were in purauit of them, and they had Beet ‘wigns where 


4 


‘they had swam the river, ten miles bebk. Wages then tole then the i jue ot afte 


Gaylight that morning his 2og and awakened hii, and he looked some (distance of 


U 
east direction, and aint twenty miles southeast from that places. The negro 


o3, 


xX 


‘and saw a white man and a negro on horseback, traveling a new road, in a south 


had a dead h se. Then Wagea described to them the horses (which were the eane 


ediately turned their courze. 


4 Na, 


camp as fast as he po esibly, could,. 


a 


On his arri val- I soula see that something was wrong; that he wao irritated 


and, I thought, aes He was much exausted for want of water; he took a 


little and a dram, ate a few mouthfule of turkey and sat down.. He told tho 


negro.to catch the horses, put the daddles on and hitch them, saddle his own 


horse, and have everything ready as quick as possible, . The negro started, 


Wages then éaia to me: "Janes, I am more alarmed : than I ever have been 


a 


- since you and I first started out in Alabama. Our oituation As truly a critic 


and dangerous one, and J am at a Jess what to do." He then told mo 
f 4 a 


forination he had that day .recelved, and then aeked ms what I thoug ht it best 


‘this. idea iitwediate ty occurred to 


3 


TO Mn ; oe FR wee 


Wages gave then some directions and sia ait ones _ Wag ces then hurried to our 


ol 


Gries aie ante “Ok sel te 
me; and IT saic to Wages: PY 


We. 


eee ee 
Wa, sLucied fe we moments sand 


tomorrow norning." 


net long in saddling up and yacking all thirgs ready to travel. 


our peeks with whiskey, fave our hegre a good 


mole of travel, Atoul dark we left our ‘place of concealmen 


e moet cross that Sort. 


5 ’ 
ect Wa 
Chl 


4 
ve 


Filled 


Wages took the leac, the negre atoit thirty-five yards behind, and I abou 


thirty-five yards behing hin, so as to evade any 


reached the main road ant Wages yushed on at -%@ 


we reached the fifteen-mile creeks here we stopped 


hour Jet our horses drink an¢ blow; we got water, 


e 7am, anc pane the nefro One, filled our gourds with water,. anc seek el 


co 


(se eee 


ate some of ous turkey, tcok 


ise, We goon 


| 
{ 
i 
f 


horn, and erilled hin as to the. 


i 


ry 
i 


about three hours 


anout three ues of an 


o'clock we St vobed asain, Wages in the lead, anc traveled until about thr 


o'clock in the morning. We saw a light near the road; Wages stopped and came 


; : : hic aes ; “als . 
back io me to know if ke should ride ty-and-inqgure 


which we did, anc about two or three miles further 


ra came to 


’ 
Bg RON : 
I told him no; that the best way Youd fe $4 go round the fire and push on, 


yoodland and a 


plantation. We cuickened our face, and about one mile further, a Little befor 


four otclock, we reached the ferry. Weces told me to strip cf 


3 


he would do the came, We stripped, and placed the negro in the bushes with 


t 


the horses. We ewan over and were not many minutes 


We yut on our clothes, took the horsea and negro, an 


ro anc the negro filled our gourds while we wer 


$4 Pe 


.made the flat fast, as ve had found it, mounted the 


ea 


Ke 


- wag to the ferry.. 


ke 


ff my clothes end 
getting the flat overe 
crossed over, Our horacs 


crossing. 


horses and 


‘As we got aia the river we eat gee the appearance 


we could discover were getting very: much fagsec. There was a@ 


n 


We landed, 


Jeft in a hurry. 


of day. Cur ho: 


farm at the ferry, 


and so we went out through a lane. We cic not travel far before day, and we 


‘ 


a 


scon reached the outskirts of the woodland, anc came 


Wagea then siepped and said we had better leave the 


: i 
acain to the oyen praivic. 


lay by a&e 


RON 
es 


ret 
DY 


( Page 32 } 
left teh road, and went in a westerly direction, up the river, on the border of the 
woodland and prairie, about two miles and then stopped. We stripped our horses and 
hampered them, as usual, to graze. Wages somplained of being sick; was low spirited; 
I told him and the negro to lie down and take a nap. They ate some of my turkey, 
laid down, and soon went to sleep. I took a good dram and ate as much turkey as T 
wanted, and there was but little left. I then took my gun and hunted around a short 
distances; I found we were not more than one mile from a plantion; I saw plenty of 
stock, hogs and cattle, but was afraid to shoot one so early in the day; I hunted 
around for water, and above the plantion I came tothe river, about one mile and 
a half from where our horsed were. I went back to the camp; Wages and the negro 
were still asleep; the horses had filled themselves and were lying down under the 
shade of a tree. I took another dram, a little water and laid down to rest. In about 
an hour Wages awoke and got up; said he felt better. I then related to him my dis- 
covery; he said we must be very cautious, and tole me to lie down and take a nap. I 
showed him the direction where the water was, and he rode one of the horses at a time, 
until he gave them al] water; he then took the negro and they went and killed a small 
beef, and about sunset, brought in the hind quarters. We soon had fire of wood that 
did not make much smoke; roasted as much beef as we could eat; cut up the balance and 
dried it; took with us what we could conveniently carry, and about dark set out again, 
not knowing where we would get the next water. Our salt, too, had given out. 

We traveled that night about twenty miles before we came to water, and that was 
a small creek that scarcely run, and had very little timber about it. Wages said 
our safest course would be to conceal ourselves there until he could reconnoitre. We 
remained there until near daylight, gave our horses water and started. We soon stuck 
the prairie, and again turned to the west and went some two miles along a trail toa 
piece of woodland, where we again stripped our horses and hempered them to graze. We 


built a fire and barbecued our meat. Wages then told me and the negro to lie down and 


sleep, and he would take a look arounc, I went to sleep, and about twelve or one ofclock 


Pe ergch rear e ores Lt ere ee gee ee feaes ~ es "As Ayr a Morelos grop Gepe 
Wages avoke me, anc when IT opened my eyes there wes anothe: Hime-e large dark- 


skinned, coarse-looking fellow. dages introduced se to Br Jar 
r; +f : KFS 


‘s3 Wages had known Ben 


Janes for m years. James then told me that he was settled there. for the same 


business we were in, and that we would be safer with him than by going ons by re~ 


maining with him we could rest and refresh ourselves and horses, and that he would ine! 
=" i 


with us to another of our clan, about one hundred miles from San Antonio, where our 
“negro and horses would be safe until we left ie for the Mississippi river. This 
other man's neme was Scott, from Miesiesippi. Janes alvised us not to sell the negro 


horees in Texas; that there were plenty of men in Texas who followed hunting and 
} 

breed that would be certain to overtake us if they got after us. 
t 


We went to James places concealed our horses and negro, and remained with him 


z} 
five days, daring which time Wages and I watched the road c closely to see if any’ person 


é ; ea ae 
assed in ursuit of us, particularly at the ford of the creck. Sal 
: . U ‘ fg 
u t : 1: i \ 7 i 
vanes provided his family with meat and ‘bre aid for the two veekdi trip he Eivpentiee 
1 a at. 4 F : 
” out B 


to make with us. He advised us to leave the main road and €° with him to. the house 


of the man Scott. He piloted us through. Ye traveled the most of the wey by night, 


Be useedy ad at enters ie fee night. fter making the Pens erran gen ent with - 
Scott, we sent our horees out in the mountains and the negro to take care of them, 7" 
with a man that Scott had caceyns for thet purpose, for we understood afterward 

from or that they always had from one to two hundred head of stoken horses there, 

which a was the businees of: thia man James to steal and crive and sell. We paid St 
him ened dollars for piloting us ‘iron, : 


THE CLAN VISIT CARP MERPING IN TEXAS 


After we 


i) 
= 
» 
sls 


sted ea @ll things were arranged, Wages end I took our bridles 
_and lassoes, with a few clothes in a small bundle, and left in a direction for San 
Antonie, It was now about the first of August. We traveled about twenty miles the 


first day; the weather was very hot, water was scarce, and we suffered a great deal, 


‘\ . 
\</ had been robbed of his 


Ye our course 60 as 

plentiful, and on the evening of the seco 
plenty of weter and the sa) re 
spectable farmer we stopped ar 


A great many questions wer 


from, where we were going, and the object 


we were South Carolina planters 


etc., and-that we came in summer and took 


of the country. We inquired if there wer 


there were none, but that Bip —— preac 


i 


W informed that there was 


were then 


looking fT 


to be 


a section of country vhere water was more 
nd we reach a setilenent where a Was 
thickly settled. At the house of a very re~ 

rest two or threé days, and were 


about where we 


journey, 


our 


of ovr journey; to which we answered 


sy good land; that we were large slave 


it on fo 
€ any churches in the Vlei iia ty 


then 


ot leisurely to ascertain the health 


and were told 


hers sometimes preached at private houses. 


y 


a large canip meeting 


about the middle of 


ee 
August about twenty miles from there. We at once agrced to attend, beceuse we were 
> ee 
é ; 
a} most certain we should meet BeGrath there. 
é . t ie 
Vie accordingly attended, and sure enough, we met that Peverend pas 
Oe y ery 7 


. some of the brethern, we obleined an intr 


Pa ae 


the preliminary conversati ion, we became v 


short private-interview with McGrath, @ 
ference that night; and acc cordingly that 


meeting were over and the patrol was out 


MoGra- th, Wages and I went outside of the 
suspected anything. After we were alone 


with, nd related to him all we 


astonish him when we told him we had 


not disposed of. We then inquired his su 


religious brethern of about of one thousa 


four fine horses’ for him which was 


would sell nis horse, saddle and bridle, 


horse and 


night afte 


had done, 


@ negro 


equival 
and go to his 


all his money and clothes. 


oduction to the Rev. Mr. 


gs of the church. 


\ 


nd mz Ae an appointment 


ery str ict wedi 


supper, .preaching 


and ace LROned and al]. things were 


patrol — lines to hold private prayer. No 


an mond Ped wh 


Oo 
¢ 

a 
ra 
3 
on 
ae 


ina censed- fori,’ which seened to 


and three 


cry. 


ecess. He had made out of the 


and dolDare, by begging, an 


to about five hundred dollars mora. 


at 
Me 


congregation % 


for a private con~ 
and prayer 


etill. 


MeGrath, and after 


one 


» fine horses yet concealed and 


id they had paid for 


‘The people would throw 


\ 


\ 
4 


Through 


We obtained” 


7, 


+ aes =o 7 ? > 1 2 sy 2 = 
into the “hat," and vyy another horse, and fit him out with new clothes and 


we, Ew thew hs ae i a . 4 pas Rs Bis Wiis verte. ay oh «og ee 
horse he then had was given him about fifty miles from there, and if we would steal 


his horse and hide him the brethern would sooh give him another. Wages did this the 


a Yan 


Iorse in the woods not far from a plantation, where he 


me 


next night, and concealed th: 


procured green corn to feed |, Next day the 


was, gone. There 


was found a piece of broken 


Was & great noise about it. McGrath told the brethern, he thought 16 knew the place 


the horse would go to, and that he could chtain him if he had another se, Whey 
furnished him with one which he was to return if he obtained his own. The one furnished 


was @ splendid young horse. Wages, about an hour before sunset, would stroll off and 


go to where the horse was, and water and feed him about dark, and beck to supper and 


then to preyer. . 


v 


The meeting lested four days. The night before the meeting broke bea there was 
another preacher's horse that went thé same way, Be was a remarka bly fine “ and 2 4 
? Ay ; “R wi oe x 


- ‘ | re EA ' 


re i + 
belonged to an old preacher who lived about ¢ seventy 


Wiles from the camp ground. We 


new had ourselves again on horseback. It was then vuderstood betveen | fages, MeGrath 


and myself that it would not be safe Tor us to go to San Antonio, end that we had —- 


a 


better leave Texas das soon as ssn bx We pega with KcGrath to meet us at Scott's 
in three days. Wages and I called on some of the preachers to pray for us, announcing 
ca 


to the our Ceparture on our exploring expedi tion on foot. Many of the brothers snd 


sisters joined in this prayer. After receiving the benedictions of the elders of the 


church, Wages and J Left about three o'clock. We had left our = 
two miles distant from the camp ground. .We took thea, procured sone bread and meat 


and a bottle to carry come water, and then went to the place where Wages had concealed 


the horses, found them safe, and more green corn around then than they could have 


~eaten in two days. We then took out our bricles from our bundles and fitted then on. 


/ 


Wages had stolen blankets with the horses, and two bed quilts. We arrengel these to 


jride’on and with our sopes or la 35008, we made substitutes for stirrups. By this time 


/ 

/ 

ths ee 

| 

s : 
} 

i 

es 

yi eae 


q ‘ ' 
MWe Say 


their wives, one of than with one and other with two children, and the youngest child 


at was sundown. We took our guns and looked around to see if there were any sples out, 


he ene exce the people on the farm, driving in their stock. We returned to 


| 


H 


the horses, and about dark set .out. Wages took the lead on McGrath's horse, a fine 


traveler, and 1, on the other, just walked right up-to him. We traveled about six 


miles an hour and aid not push. Before day sometime, we had traveled some forty-five 
miles 19 & creek, and knew we were within twenty or twenty-five miles of Scott's. We 
laid by 21) aren day. About sundown, we again started, and reached Scott's before 
Hint night. 


Long before daylight next morning, our horses were sent off to the mountains with 


the others. The next day up rolled the Rev. Mr. MeGrath. We introduced him-as the 


me 


1, whom we had seen in South Carolina. Mr. Scott end femily invited 


« 


: Be 
Reve Mr. MoGrat 


him to spend two or three days, during which time Wages, McGrath and I had a full 


‘consultation. 


Having been with Wages so‘long, ¥ knew his judgement to be superior to inine, end 


LT knew that McGrath was wanting in stability; that he was ‘too wild and uncertain in 


« 


his actions; I therefore'propased to let Wages plen out our future course, which 


NeGrath agreed to. Wages then saids "Boye, it is time some of us were leaving—Dexag-«--— 


# 


particularly James and J. Mac, you can rewain here as a striker for us, until we v 


ey 


those negroes you have deseribed to us.” You say there are seven of then--two men and 


as about four yeare old. They will have to be carried away by water. We never can 


get then away by land, and the Christmas holidays will be the only time that we can 


effect that with sofety." 


; “my plan-is thiss You leave here before we do, one or two 


days, and wait for us at some point and pilot us through to Red river, above Shreveport, - 


where we can crose with our negro an@ horses and land in the Indian Kation. You can 


then remain and preach eround until Christmas; you appoint a two or three days'- meeting 


for the negroes near Red River; pretend to prevent frolic and drundenness and ebout 
‘ é : ol a es . - 
that time James and J will be on hand, with a boat to effect our object; and it will 


Greth, "for you to renzin some weess after we are OFT 


policy," said Wages 


wey “3 sak “nights gold Ast 2 ok a at WS athe hiss. * 
the negroes and meet us at Netches o1 Vicksburg. 


MeGrath diereed to this; Girecied us what route to take; promised that he would 


“meet us at a river about is from Scott's, on the 


a 
"s 
Pr 
4 
‘cle 
Lol 
3 
fed 

a 
io) 


rning of 


‘farewell to Wr. Scott and family, promising to call see 


B] i Rees peut Sg cae ages prin gh <p gives & ee igcurs Ve anal ° Rear eae P 
remained two days longer; prepared ourseives with some packs and provisions, ana 


to the mountaine here our horses were. We paid Scott fifty a 


to conduct us throvgn 


coc 


Led than; Scott send a pilot with us 


me 
t 
D 
n 
a 
Ay 
nas 
per) 


We packed our hor ; 


the mountains, a by-way, about forty miles, which we traveled in two days; he then 
i I 
putus in the orad to go-to where we were to meet McGrath, and we met him on the night 
appointed. He hed all things in yeadirness. We crossed the river and laid by in day- 


dime and traveled by night, MeSrath with us. : -. 4 ‘ 


He ieee pecaread to houses, iay by and sleep, and prey for the people;.and tel]. 
- ee \ . 


then that he traveled of a night from choice, on.ecqunt of.the heats “On ghe third 
‘ | | ay thee es aes 
“ “norning after McGrath joined us, we arrived at a eae Wane where there was plenty 


of water about thir rty-five miles fron Red river. There tre told ieGratn to ride on 


2S a 


ahead, gel his horse fea, and breakfast, and’ then go on to whe ferry: This he did; 
he crossel over and stopped near the landing. he ferrymen vas a aeons Telos pro- 
cured a Bottle of whiskey to which he had added plenty of opium end tre ated the ferry- 


man liberally. ‘ie ties his horse up, got corn from the ferryman, and by eleven o'clock 


he had the ferryman as limber as a cotton rag. He then took the ferry flat and he 


crossed over to meet us. We got to the ferry about two o'clock, crosse? over and 


feGrath with us. After-day we turnea of f from the road to . 


travel ed until daylight 


a place where some Indian families lived, and there bo sught some corn, meat and bread, 


y 


and fed our Berea and ourselves, and reuted that day, and started agian that night, 


MeCrath with us. That nikht we traveled about forty miles; next morning we traveled 


x 


found @ place off the main road where we could vest secure. Vere we stopped 


with Indians. We procured plenty for ourselves and horses, end rested that day. 


= a ‘ 


Nal 


We were to meet above Shreveport 


All watters thus McGrath took of f his travelinc, huntina 


£ 


on his long streicht-brea? at and 


ghirt and straw het 


his broad-brinmed hlsck 


beaver, and cave us a sound of his colloguial 
bensciction of, “Hark from the tombs, centlemen,”. ard steered his course 


-toverds Alexandeda: whilst we steered our 


southeast, into Lou 


in the gestion. for the W. 


eourke ta the sey 
some fifty miles. 
We soon got “into the settlenents and began to feed and rub cur horses 


and bla inket them. wag bo piek out, plentk; 


ed our 


re 


We Pers shile, until we Gould 


sell the horsc® and get money to carry ts to Cincinnati; he agreed. We 


cautioned him about answering questions, which he had hes instructions 6n - 
Be i Sieetecitoesees - 


how te mae, Re hired him to a man in é an Gbscure place on Black River 
or Bayou; we traveled out_ through the country and soon sold our fine 
horees and for « fine price. We got fron one Hundred and seventy-five to 
two hundred -and thivty deliare aplece. We gold all the horses before the 
first of. Ost ober ; they everaged us & little short of a thousand ‘dollars. While 
 sekE ing, we met with e man by the name of ier dehy he paid hemes a distant 


rden. Ha had been selling negroes form Tennessee; he voon ras 


relation of: 


made us know, goon made him know; that we were all of the eame family; 


eo converged freely. He told ua that he was clear--that ho had sold. 


ut, and-was everrun with money. Wetold him thet we had one darkey GA he nd; 


a 
a 


he said he would go with ws and look at our negro; and did so. He teld the 


fasee that he lived in Cincinnati; was egent for-en Abolition seclety, and 


that he would like to take him there. The negro agreed; and was very anxious. 


. ee 


both eoresd in op 


(other avtieies to trade upon, en 1 hav ve Lhe beat towed de 


iat If we would deliver Him, the negre, 


lis one thousand dollars fer him. We 


him. Harden then told the negro that 


he hed 


us at 


where we got on a_ete 


| 
to picking out cotton, Harden | 
; 


3 


dellarsa,and took the negro. He re. 


> hin a bill ef eale in the name 
ith, by which name 1 passed, Waces paseed as Kr. 


nema of John Nex wion. . He wag the sane men th 


ward, in 1648, Ihurdeved @ld Robert Lott went wlth me to take 


hie negro. I told the neayve the at has stale al just landed in pureuit of 


hie, and that he meat go with, Mr. Newtons it waste only chance te excep; 


i - 


that Jf he was found we Chouid ho hanged, and ried: back to Te 


he 
° 


and Harden went tp to =the Axkanoag River epout 25 nilea and sold =<“ 


He agreed, 


+ 


: . . . \ 
the on: for twelve hundred end fifty dollars; get a draft on New Orleans 


“few hea money, Payeble in ninety cays; wae gon 10 only Four days, and returned 


to Napoleon. 


a 
ms 
rl 
rs 
Qs 
oa 
2 
hey 


fee and then Jute 


Chetetmas, and consulted with hia aa te the node of Operation. Ho and Weges 


Sy © 


tien, and Harden succested to ue that the best plan would 
be to go to Cincinnati arc peacnEe @ good skiff large enough to carry twenty 
“pe excens, arc 1 £ik her cut with ety ( rov-locka and six good es ¥8; pretend her + 


bas & pes Aling boat on tha Red River, lay in some whiok 


Red River or Rayou Sarah, land the freight; take the first Red River cat up 
‘ 


to Shreveport; there £44 ont the bkiff and oo up the viver twading; witdl the 


oppurtunity to steal 


¢ 
toed 
ry 
oo 
bee 
— 
ao 
roy 
oo 
m 
‘ 
Q 
we 
9 
cs 
oY 
hte, 
ve 
9 
oe 
ba) 
Q 
af 
a 
or 


join us; t® to Cincinnati 


O 


' free negross 


econ made, for our eld friend W., knew the 


contract to ha 
to be large enough te. carry 


BO @8 LO row 


and during our stey in Cincinn- | 


ad 
t 


severe] private 


meetings, and formed eequa 


to whom we 


“s } ated our baey ts de . ’ ‘ . , ‘ 1 
Cor umunicats sd our intention to ateal the even neoross near Shreveport, and 


igs WA ieitee de to eS 1) ee : : en , H : ? 
bring ther to Cincinnati. They vere very wich pleased with the idea. We 


a ae Cees £ tune nike .. 
fox two of then to co with ug and assist in brinoing the neg~ 


then propos 


Tnere wore two of ther and they teok situations on a steam 


= ‘ my 


boat for that purpose. . F “os 
¢ . . h, ° 


Our skiff finished, and all acounts sottl we contracted with the 


ate ene © op RE) cay pets ls meal rae . 
caplian cr & steamboat on which our teo free darkies ware employed, te 


: ; . ‘ Fy 

yee eure f9etaht apd tee digg gk ¥ ry 7 
take hss fy eight ana toy our skiff te Bayou Gara. The passage was long, on ou 
account of low water Ke arrived G " af th 

eeount Of low water. mw @FFived et Bayou Sara about the tenth of November, ° 


: a wile’ oie €yadahk agal Sree Tie, : ae : : 
and landed our fredght and eki tf. Wages and I ‘stopped; Harden and the two 


ted to gat hin draft. accepted, and the froe dar- 


ement ¢ 


ti hey POW 


age 


take us and our freight. 


a 
i 


went to see our cold fréénd, Mr. Welter, relative 


spocal of our two free darktes. An arrancomont was 


teo well te hesitate long. 


. 


HYPOSRI PE McGRATH AT SHREVEPORT, LA. 


eit a tyy tO pese ce was ; + 
About Vite are F eth of Rev enbaxy Qa -enall sterner Jended Con b 


a 
ck 


spectfically exployed to take our 


oar : The ghd ype coir fe entedit 
eee Whe shipped our freight and 1 took the ekiff in tow and put off. 


. 


BEIff end left fey 


to the ferry we, had crosses 


fn pursuit GE HoGrath, and found him 


t that owed the seven MmSgYtea wa were 


ceusgelonal rider. ges und MeoGreth got an 
j ~~ 


t : i a 
fi private interview for a fey ininutes. The 


en the read, five niles fran that place. Wag 


fast, engufrins 


The nogre canpmacat ing had been about ten or 


> Shreveport and ebeut twe miles from the river, . 


TEB told him 


eae CGald be found, ten cays hafore Christmas, and they 


ed, MeGrath was at tha boat. We 


iG WAG Mace Sequain 


ayyvangement far 


| 
| 


ie y 
2 

{ 

| 
oo 


cropped @ur skicf te a Land 


boxes and 


locks, aara and ¢ 


cur frea darkics to what i sncing pla 


these seversnegroace 


we wore stealing; and on the first night ef the 


oot 


they all eames to us. Thrie master h two nrales 


’, 


amd a wagon, to haul their beeding, etc., te the ) cany 


had brought ald their clothing, badding, and everythi 


anformed us that they had sold all their poult ny and erep, and had got 


money, to support them for the year. They had precured anolher negra-~--- 


: ? 
to drive the > ground; and by nine 
G'elock that i w@ Wore _ se vay dom sbrcan. 


CUP IYIN ES Bee Ly EA 
OLALTI MARSH. ah de 


WELTER AND HARDENS DE 


pulled ene oar 


# 20 


and JT pelled one; Wages senetimes spelled ma, and I would steer the 


the rate of about ten wiles and how, 


2X 


eport, emt before ¢ 


we passed Shr 


i bayou about 


the point we wore trying to make, for 


five miles below, where we 


de They 


AJ 


meade a fire in the 


unicorn, snd run eur 


to go to the village of 


cox old friend, Wolter, 


were An fact his "strdkere." He 


» but 7 


had gene “down the 


Soeieniles after wa left h din at Shrevoper 


Weiter! so sad, 


ag to the best plan to puree, 


and best plan was to let Welter taka 


fineliy egresd that the 


. 


for our ne the ei ff with’ 


and hin note for four thous 


wit Was 


to the 6 s gur guns to eg minting, ond ed te the 
> Bis U2) 
a . ‘ 7 


and neg 


een 
pear VU 


te ¥re 


Welter 


SET) 
PARAL 


auty to take 


be 


that fan eoula 


a end seltd in Louw 
¢ 
confes 


Cas WAS B 


thom which they 


aegat & lye 
and then 


cold a alaves for life. 


1, and a little after dark t 


Yelter placed his hres tgtydhers 


Welter paid wa our 


BLANRS » 


nga ¢ 
h 5S USO & 


prove 
They declared 


th 


end that he 


vy would prefar, 


Ling 


“and the other 


that t 


nand Herdsn “pack %o. 


Tey 


They oaid they thoy 


Harden was not cane 


h y r FES, damn to 


I to us ra the be 


wa all wort 


is 


ee 


oe 


oy 


ALACea Gur 


At a gignal the b 


ty, 'Higa. 


ab wiso of water ss 


river 


. 
. 


tha plet to kil 


d-to wait ti 


24 
q 


> In, pushes 
of Gooch! 


CL oid 


yet 
SEMA 


theo, 


t 


& 


& 


Q 


4. 
u 


ee 
CJSak 


dex; 


pas 


AN? 


nm 


oO > 
4 ey 
wry ec 
wd a 
~ Ww 


° 
aa) 


TG 


ff: pw ny oy 
Greth enc 


eh 
ae 


eyes +d 
GRR, 4 


ima Cull he 


h4 


wey 
LS 


E 


? 
2 


fy 


i 
" 
wd 


a 
cK 
; 
wv 
a 
~ 


Pha 


GE. 


uh 


~ 
os 
Le) 


knew 5 


2 
rp 
ole 


5 


iG} 


. 
13 


a 


and on the next 


a ee . 5 aks ee io He oes ss 33 ee 
NeGrath, at a certain place end he-would tel] him what to do, and 


FYO Geared 
¥¢ S., 


¥e them to the hewse of the euner and 


himself. It was Isate in the nicht. The 


: ee : \ 


get hig supper end cimo te him in the ey marngng 


i 
to 


hin te Foca the mule. 


and. tell him more ebout it. The next mori 


man that he Cid not know bet one of his 


fellow that asked to Feed end water the mules a day or 


one of the oreachers, whe told hii to take then h The old man 


‘ 


agked the ber vhere thet YO said he wes 


sick at avhoues ebout six miles from there. Ve then asked the bey 


5," which told 


who he nahenea to, and the n 


the truth. He and ebout 


ton rede wo ta 


the 


ae ial 
font 4 
eet ar Sa aps ee 
" 
i 
< 


Bs 


we went. A€ 


and thought you had ordered them } 


negre what he shousd de with the mules and wage. 


\ 
ha toe 
them, I say they were yours, and I “teld the negro to drive then to 


hare gone with hin, Vie 
- . ‘ { 
“Well,” gaya the Gld 1 ay meeting has caused mo te “ee 


asi eeven re 


ie news 


Me 


stolen, ar 


ayune steamboat 


captaius have etelen thea, and they 


or Georgia. 


inguiry jin Shreverort, and along the river, 


to find out ores boat + Tee about Hist time, and,” eatd he, "T will 


e ere have 


go te the ener of thst ne rG that brovoht the wecaon he 


ch up end whivped till he tells the trut h about it, for i be- 


lieve he lnows all about the matter.” 


clify the old gentleman, but {t was all no Go, 5C 


. 


pinning te be syually. He 


“the brethern 5s 


then went 


fours cays after. 


Old Inman was 


set you feat in 


ve hundred dollars or 
{ 


\ 
at the camn-meestine, He 
articles he wanted (and 


brandy and the ether 


a "4 e 
the river. 


stad 


dark/ They were informed 
before dark. They alighted and came in, inquired from McGrath his 

name, where he was traveling, his occupation, etc. He told his name, 
and said he was going to a quarterly meeting some seventy-five miles 
from that place. They listened to him with keen, shrewd looks and very 
doubting ari, and McGrath saw from their manoeuvres that they were 
after him in particular, and he well knew it would require his best 
skill and ingenuity to evade their vigilance. They bid him good 

night and started on. McGrath pretended to walk our carelessly and 
watch them; they turned back. 

He started next morning and traveled about thirty-five miles and 
stopped for the night. Just before night, the same three men passed the 
house. Next morning, after breakfast, he started again, and in a few 
miles came to their camp. "Well", said one, "We have met again." 
MCGGrath said "Yes," and asked them which way they were going. They 
said to purchase beef cattle, and asked him how much further he was 
going that route? He told them he was going to a missionary station 
to see the preacher there; that it was about forty miles there, and he 
wanted to get there that night. He bid them good morning, rode off, 
and traveled slow until he got out of their sight, and then pushed and 
rode about twelve miles. He came to a cross road that passed near 
where the negro was, here he left the road in a direction opposite to 
where the negro lay, tied his horse in a thicket some distance from 
the road, and concealed hinself to watch. The men soon came to the 
place and examined for the horse's tracks, they finally took the road 
which the horse's track had followed and pushed on. He went to where 
his horses was, stripped him, held him to graze some cane, and took a 
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seven negroes, and there is also a reward for three men, who are 
supposed to have killed a flatboat man by the name of O'Connor; and 
if you three travel together you will be sure to be mein: I will 
go first and have your mer ready. Disguise yourselves as much as 
possible, and meet me in our rendezvous in four nights after to-night; 
and tell me what kind of money you want." 

Harden told him "Tennessee bank notes wovld suit him;" Wages and 
I told him eight Mobile Bank or Bank of Louisiana ents dO US. 

Just at this moment his waiter came to tell him there was a 
boat in sight. He left immediately for the city. I tied up my head, 
rubbed Stine jnk around one eye, and put a green silk patch over it, 
and took a boat the same -vening, Harden the next morning and Wages” 
the evening after. We had our appointed boarding house, where we 
ate and slept in a private’ room, where no person but our landlord 
ever Saw US. 

At. the appointed time Welter me us, and paid us our MONeY s 
Harden his one thousand dollars and Wages and myself eight hundred 
dollars in Mobile and New Orleans money. After paying us all, he 
saids "Now, young men, let me advise you a little. You have done a 
storming business in your line. You have met with extreme success 
in everything you have undertaken, and J do assure you that the. 
glass pitcher, in going to the fountain too often, will come 
back broken eventually; not let me advise you seal to return to your 
honie and friends, collect and realize all your money and exchange it 
into gold or silver coin, and have it ready for any emergency, keep 
yourselves secluded as much as possible from the criticisms of the 


community in which you reside, and the time will wear around when 


you may turn loose again, but rest assured that I shall have to 
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withdraw al] connection with you for the oresent, my property is 
ample for the support of myself and family now, and a liberal div- 
4sion among them after I am dead; I wish you will] and hope you will 
act.prucently for the future and not run too great risks. So 
saving he gave us each a hearty shake of the hand, and bid us a 
final adieu. This was our last interview with Welter. Since then we have 
not seen nor heard from him. 
THEY PLAN A DISTRIBUSION OF THEIR BOOTY--HONOR AMONG THIEVES. 

Our understanding with Harden was that he was to return to the 
vicinity of Mobile in the fall or early in the winter. The next morning 
early Harden, Wages and I paid our landlord and left; Harden, 
up the river to Tennessee, and Wages and I went to the New Basin, 
took passage on a wood freighting schooner to Bay St. Louis, and up 
Wolf river to a 2anding in the piney woods. We had provided oure 
selves with some biscuit, cheese and meat. We landed and walked to 
Allen Brown's again, where we landed the second night, very tired. 
McGrath, when we returned, was over on Black creek at Daniel Smith's 
hard up courting his daughter, Mary Smith, whom he married the next 
June following. He soon got the word that Wages and I had returned, 
anc came over to Brown's. 

Now we were all easy, with pleanty of times to feast and frolic. 
We soo sent off the Pass Christian for flour, sugar, coffee, and 
whiskey, tea, tobacco, cigars, and other little nickacks. We first 
tried our hand at hunting deen and fishing in the Red Creek, and did 
kill a few deer and caught some fish, but we found that too fatiguing 
in that hot season and we reserted to other means to procure our 
fresh meat. And the way he slung old Bill Griffin's fine, fat heifer 
and yearlings was a caution. Their meat was very fat and remarkable 


fine flavored. 
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sincd at Brown's and in the vicinity until after the 


middle of August, and I don't believe the old Brown and his family 
had ever lived so et in-his or their lives before. It was then 
that Wages commenced courting old man Brown's daughter, whom he 
afterward married, and it was then that Brown made the proposition 
to Wages to go into the “counterfeiting business," and I am here 
compelled to say that the association of Allen Brown with us was 
the main cause of our exposure, the death of Wages and McGrath, and 
the annihilation of our clan, and the prime cause of my fate. 

Well, we resticated at Brown's our time out, and all of us 
were fully satisficed to our hearts content, and now the time had 
arrived for us to leave for our places near Mobile. & small 
consultation as to the way of our departures was necessary, ‘and as 
McGrath was a member of the church, and had made frequent visits to 
Brother Smith's and Brother Bounds, he could go publickly any Ways 
and was to go by way of the back Bay of Biloxi to visit the brethren 
about Evans", while Wages and I prepared ourselves with three days 
provisions, and started one moonlight night--Brown with us, and two 
of his horses. Hé went with us about thirty miles that night, and 
left us in the morning and returned home. We lay-by that day near 
the road, and started a little before sunset and crossed Paseamauta 
at Fairley's ferry before daylight next morning. We .were then on 
our own native hills. We again laid by. The next night we crossed 
Dog river at Ward's bridge, and reached home early in the morning. 
McGrath arrived about ten days after us. Our first hontness WAS 5 
after resting a while, to gather all our money and have a correct 
settlement and distribution of our funds. 


Now it was honor among thieves! I disgorged all into the hands 


~ 
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of Wages he said to McGrath that he knew I had given up all. “Now, 
McGrath," said Wages "shell out." So McGrath did turn out the 
seventeen hundred and twenty-five dollars. Wages said to him "Where 
is that gospel money?" to which McGrath replied that the amount was 
smal], and that he thought he ought to retain that for pocket and 
spending money. Wages then came our upon him in plain terms, and 
Saids "McGrath, you came in with us upon equal terms, and if you 
wish to balk or fly back, take your seventeen hundred dollars and 
leave, but look out for the consequences!" McGrath soon forked 
over about thirteen hundred dollars more. We had, when properly 
estimated, thirty-one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five 
dollars. This money was in joint stock between us three, and a 
proper appropriation and distribution of that sum was what we had 
next to look to. 

"Now,"t said Wages, “boys, we have this amount of money, part in 
possession, and tha balance at command. Let us devise some plan to 
save it. This, however you may reflect upon. Our next business is 
to get the whold in possesstions; when we have done that our next 
business is to take the proper dispsition of it. If now we have 
buried at one place four thousand five hundred dollars, and our 
deposits in bank in New Orleans six thousand six hundred and seventye 
five collars, and what we now have makes our account tally; our next 
business is to get altogether. When we have done that we must reflect 
well, and" said Wages to me, "James, I would rather that you and 
McGrath would lie down and sleep until I have al] that matter accom- 
plishec, for I am fearful of your youthful imprudence, and McGrath's 
imprudent Irish brogue to go in blind right or wrong, and always 


come out at the little end of the horn, as they did at Vinegar Hil], 


( Pape 66 ) 
or as Mitchel], Meagher and others did in their recent effort in 
Ireland to obtain their liberty." I then propose to McGrath to 
give Wages the whole and sole control, to which he finally consented, 
though, I ciscovered, with some reluctance. 
"Now, boys," said Wages, "I wish you to consider yourselves 
upon the world until I return and I enjoin on you not to commit any 
unlawful act during the time it may take to realize and gather 
our money. For the certainty and uncertainty of life we cannot account; 
we will therefore deposit what money we have." So we did--in the 
ground--and took fifty dollars for pocket money. 

As the whole matter was now understood, McGrath returned to the 
back Bay of Biloxi, to preaching and stealling, and I remained in the 
vicinity of Mobile, pretending to — and sell charcoal, but in fact 
stealing and feéding a parcel of our loafing and starving clan in 
Mobile, such as Ge Cleveland, and some others of less importance 
that I could nie but whose names are not worth the pen, ink and 
paper it would take to write them. 

But I will now tell you all about the man G. Cleveland, so far 
as I know of him. When Wages, McGrath and I were in St. Louis, we 
fell in with this fellow Cleveland. We had seen him before in 
Cincinnati, but not to form an acquaintance. In St. Louis he was all 
the time around us--he may have smelt us out. He was then selling 
spurious money of "New York North River Bank, Schommerhorn, president," 
and several other banks of this same stripe. He traveled then in 
considerable style, with two large leather trunks, and they mostly 
packed with this spurious money. His portmanteau contained a great 
variety of dickeys" and "collars," and his natural appearance and 


address always imposed upon a person unacquainted with him, Wages 
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then advised me not to have anything to do with him, as he was a 
dangerous tool; and he so advised me until the day of his death, 
but not taking Wages! adivice, Cleveland and his conern got out 
of me some three huncred dollars, with a faithful promise that I should 
be defended and protected that jail doors, grates or bars should not 
hold me, but that they and their friends would burst asunder every- 
thing for me. Now see where his pledge falls. He and his whole 
concern will not flourish long. I have to suffer death solely for 
the want of a proper effort being made by them. I now leave Cleveland 
and the others to the mercy of their own conscience anc the sensure 
of the world. 

Now to our affairs, Wages had returned to New Orleans, with all 
our money, and had purchased five barrels of whiskey, in one of which 
he had placed all the money. He had procured the whole of it in gold, 
and made a long, slim canvass bag, which he could pass through the 
bung-hole of the barrel, and in this bag he had placed his gold, 
mostly sovereigns, and five and ten-dollar pieces of American coins. 
After placing the money in the barrel he put in the bung tight, and 
nailed on the tin shipped it as an ordinary barrel of whiskey, and 
hauled it out to one of our camps, where we opened it, and took out 
the gold. We had on hand a considerable amount of bank notes of New 
Orleans and Mobile Banks. We then agreed that Wages should take it 
all, and exchange it for gold, under pretense of entering land for 
some company in Miss. Wages took his little two-horse wagon, loaded 
with pickels, and went to Mobile. The first trip he brought home 
near eight thousand dollars in gold, which was deposited with the 
rest. I then proposed to Wages and McGrath to make the amount in 


gold, thirty thousand dollars even, and bury it in some safe place, 
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Gainsville, and remained there from the summer of 
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of 1844, Curing which time J had seen him twice, when he came 

over to his father's on a visit. In the fall] of 18A45 Wages and 
VcGrath came over to the vicinity of Mobile and sent for me, and 
then informed me of the plan they were about to pursue. That they 
were going to,commence making counterfeit money; that they had 
procured a man who could engrave their dies, and another who was a 
professional chemist and could prepare the metal so well that it 
would take a very acute Judge to detect it. I told Wages that what- 
ever he went at I was in, "but," said,I, "I feel somewhat fearful." 
"Oh," said they, "We have made a large acquisition to our clan, we 
now have Jim McArthur, Jack McArthur, Allen Brown, Daniel Brown, 
Jim Bilbo, Wash Bilbo. We are to settle McGrath at Honey Island; 
Wages at Gatahoula, Allen Brown at Red Creek, and the Bilbos and 
McArthurs are to range from Pearl Riverto Pascagoula, and said they, 
"your party can range from Mobile to Pascagoula, and can pass 
houses or negroes from Georgia to Florida on the route through to 
La. without discovery, and so from Lae in the same ways! T then told 
Wages and McGrath both, that I was still afraid of their new 
acquisitions. I then proposed to them to remove our money from 
Hamilton's Creek, and place it somethere near wher Wages was going 
to settle. I made this proposition because I believe that this 
siouitertenane business would be the means of getting us into 
trouble, and that we could procure our money easily fron that 
vicinity that we could where it was. 


I had then arrived at the ege of majority and began to have a 


more reflecting mind, and I never did have any reliance or confidence | 


in that money arrangement. Wages then informed me that he engaged 
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hundred at that moment, and I have no doubt that I made the best running 
there that I ever made in my life before. In fact, it seemed to me that 
it was no trouble, that I never touched the groung, but flew over it. 

After I got a sufficient distance from the place and found T was 
not pursued by any of their party, I stopped to reflect to myself, and 
wondered what had become of Stoughton and my brother John, Pool, I knew 
must be dead, for I saw him fal], and the blood gush from the wound. 
I felt almost certain that Stoughton and my brother John were both 
killed also, from the numbers of guns I heard fired, as I thought. 

It was then that I shore seriously meditated on my situation that 
I ever had done before, and wondered to myself what I would do for the 
best. I felt very sad, and thanked my God for my providential escape, 
believing that all the rest of my comrades were in eternity. But after 
I had thus mediated and reflected upon the past, I felt that I 
deserved death when al] my crimes again stared me full in the face. 
I then found a stern resolution within my own freast, that if God would 
permit me ever again to reach my home, that I would refrain from all my 
evil ways and become a christian, believing that God had been merciful 
to me, in preserving me, and hurting my comrades associates too 
another world. 

After awhile I became more collected and concluded I would go over 
to Daniel Brown's who, I knew, did not live far from that place. I had 
been there but a short time when my brother John came up, bare-headed, 
and mud above his knees, where he had run through a muddy reed-break, 
He called me to one side, and in a few words he told me that Stoughton 
was not killed, but Pool was, and that our enemies had left there. He 
saw them carrying Harvey away, and he thought Harvey was dead, that 


we had better go over and something with Pool and get Stoughton, and 


leave. 
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former dave, thumitey brought me to the same point where I started. 

I was, therefore, conveyed from Perry County jail to the State 
penitentiary at Jackson to await there a hearing of my case in the 
High cau of Errors and Appeals, and remained there about two years. 
In the meanwhile my case was argureé before this Court, and the judgement 
reversed and the cause remained for further proceecings in the Circuit 
Court of Perry county. 

TRIAL OF JAMES COPELAND © 
TRANSCRIPT OF THE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

At the September term of said Court, in the year A.D. 1857, on 
Wednesday of the term, it being the 16th day of the month, James 
Copeland was taken to the bar of the Court and arrainged an 
indictment, found by the following Grand Jury at the March term, 1857, 
to-wit: John Mc Callum, Lemuel Straham, John W. Carter, Allen Travis, 
Lewis H. Watts, James Chappell, G. W. Rawls, Wm. Jenkins, Peter McDonald, 
Malachi Odom, Joseph G. Young, James M. Bradler, Sr., Stephen Smith, 
Wm. Hinton, Edmond Merritt, Sidney Hinton, Joseph T. Breeland, Henry 
.Dearman, Lorenzo Batson, and John Fairley, Foreman-which indictmeat 
was as follows: 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, ---- PERRY COUNTY 
(In the Circuit Court of Perry County -- At March Term, 1857.) 
The Grand Jurors for the State of Mississippi, summoned, empanneled, 

sworn, and emegd to inquire in and for the State of Miss. and in and 
for the body of the -county of Perry, upon their oath, present that 
James Poselaas, late of said county, on the 15th day of July, Anne 
Domin@, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, with force and arms 
in the county of Perry aforesaid, in upon one James A. Harvey, then 


and there being in the peace of God and the said State of Miss. 
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SENTENCE OF THE COURT 


(Friday morning 8 ofclock, September 18, 1857.) 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, ) 
VS6 ) MURDER 


JAMES COPELAND ) 


This day comes the District attorney, and the prisoner, who was on 
yesterday convicted of the crime of murder, is again brought to the bar, 
and thereupon the prisoner by his counsel moves the court for a new 
trial, which motion was fully heard and understood by the Court; and is 
by the Court here overruled. And to the opinion of the Court in 


overruling said motion, the prisoner by his counsel here excepts: 


STATE VS. JAMES COPELAND 


MOTION FOR NEW TRIAL OF THE COLLATERAL ) 
) MURDER 


Issue joined as to the sanity of the hat ene: and his capacity 
to make defense in the charge of murder. 

ist. Because the Court erred in refusing instructions asked by 
defendant and in granting those asked by the state. 

end. Because said verdict is contrary to law and evidence. 

TAYLOR & WILBORN, for MOTION 

And the prisoner being asked what futher he had to say why the 
sentence of death should not be passed upon him, says nothing in bar 
or preclusion, It is therefore considered by the Court, here, and is_ 
so ordered and decreed, that the prisoner be taken hence to the jail 
from whence he came, and there safely kept till the thirtieth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
seven and that the sheriff take him thence on the said day, between the 
hours of ten o'clock in the forenoon and four o'clock in the after- 


noon of said day to place appointed by the law, for execution; and 


that he, the said James Gopeland, on the said day, between the hours 


aforesaid, be hung by the neck until he be dead", 
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THE DEATH WARRANT 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 

TO THE SHERIFF OF PERRY GOUNTY -- GREETING: Whereas, at the 
ne ee term, A.D. 1857, of the Circuit Court of said county, on the 
fourth day of said term, James Copeland was duly convicted of the murder 
of James A. Harvey, by a verdict of a Jury chosen and sworn between the 
parties; and whereas, on Friday, the fifth day of said term, by the 
order and decree of said Court, the said Copeland was: sentences to be 
_ hanged by the neck until he be dead, on the thirtieth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven, 
between the hours of ten o'clock, aeme, and four o'clock p.me, at the 
place appointed by law. | 

These are therefore to command you, in the name, and by the 
authority, of the State of Mississippi, to take the body of the said 
James Copeland, and him commit to the jail of said county and him there 
safely keep, until the said thirtieth day of October, and that on the 
said thirtieth day of October, between the hours of ten o'clock, aemes 
of said day, at the place appointed by law, you hang him by the neck 
until he be dead, dead, dead, 

Given under my hand and seal, this, the 18th day of Sept., A.D. 1857. 

(Seal) W.M. HANCOCK, (Judge). 
‘\ THE EXECUTION 

The day arose clear and beautiful on which the sentence os the 
law anc of outrages humanity was to be executed on the man who had so 
often Jiclated their most sacred behests. The sky was blue and serene; 
the atmosphere genial; all nature was calm and peaceful; man alone was 
agitated. by the various strong emotions which the execution of the fatal 
sentence of retributive justice on a felloweman could not but create. 


The place of execution was distant from the city of Augusta 
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GRAND JURY 


Edmund Merritt 
Sidney Hinton 
Jos. T. Breeland 
Henry Dearman 
Lorenzo Batson 
John Fairley 

Wm. Jenkins 
Peter McDonald 
Malachi Odom 
Joseph G. Young 
Jas. M. Bradly, Sr. 


WITNESSES 


Peter Fairley, Jr. 
Alenander Fairley 
Sampson Spikes 
Westley Spikes 

We. He Nichols 
John Fairley 
Iaoma Batson 

Jas. Batson 

David Dubusk, Jr. 
Jefferson Williams 
David Dubusk 


Stephen Smith 
Wm. Hinton 
John McCuljum 
Lemuel Strahah 
John W. Garter 
Allen Travis 
Lewis H. Watts 
James Chappell 
G. W. Rawls 
(Foreman) 


Wm. Griffin 

Peter Fairley, Sre 

Wm. Johnson 

Chancey B. Stevens 

Wm. Laudman 

Gibson Waley 

John Anderson 

Wm. C. Griffin 

Moses Fullingan 

Moses Fullingam 
(Prosectuor.) 


MEMBERS OF THE COPELAND AND WAGES CLAN 


AS given by James Copeland, in his confession. 


Je Baker 

Co. W. Moore 
W. Ne. Ratlief 
G. Buskings 
J. Harper 

J. Bowings 

Je W. Westly 
‘J. Whitfield 
Je Whitlom 

Jo Poter 

J. Butler 

J. Hoplins 

J» Harper 

W. P. Hobs 

W. C. Whelps 
Jasper Whitlos 
E. Sharper 

T. Poewll 

: Je Doty 

D. Doty 


Je Elva 

H. Sanford 

R, Cable 

J. Hevard 

G. Daniels 

G. H. Wages 
CH. McGraffin 
Chas. McGrath 
Je Welter 

G. Welter 

A. Brown 

D. Brown 

Ne. McIntosh 
E. Myrick 

Je F. Wright 
Je Dewit 

W. Ross 

W. Sanferd 

Je McClain 

S. Harden 
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MEMPERS OF TRE COPELAND AND WAGES CLAN 


(cont ry ) 
S. S. Shoemake J. Harden 
Je Gillet J. Waters, Jro 
We. Brown G. Clealand 
Je Taylor --- Moulton 
S. Teapark --- Overall 
Je Pool G. Youner 
John Copeland Thos. Hix 
T. Copeland Je Alfred 
Henry Copeland Je Kelly 
Wm. Copeland A, Watson 


NOTE-- If the guilty should not, by any means be screened, yet if 
positive doubts exist, the suspected should have the benefit of such 
doubts. Accordingly the intials to the names of Moulton and Overall 
have been omitted as the jury on "trial" expressed doubts as to what 
particulas parties Copeland referred to in the names given. There 
are many by the name, and even edt ae the same initials, yet have 
no affinity in anything else. It is said that “public sentiment is 
seldom wrong, and never wrong long," therefore will all the circumstances 
before it, it is requested that the public will approach the subject 
with an unpredjuiced mind, and decide faithfully and justly to all 
parties concerned. 


LETTER OF JAMES COPELAND TO HIS MOTHER. 
(Written the night before his execution) 


AUGUSTA, MISSISSIPPI, Oct. 29, 1857 


Mrs. Rebecca Copelands 

My Dear Mother-- It is with painful feelings indeed, that I attempt 
writing to you on the present occasion. I take this opertunity, knowing 
at the same time, that it is the last one of the mind which I shall 
ever be permitted to enjoy while here on earth. It is long and much 
that I have suffered while in prison since my first confinement in 
Mobile county, and yet it seems as though nothing will pay the debt but 


my life, I have had my trial and was convicted upon a charge of murder, 
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and I have received the awful sentence of death. The sheriff told me 
to-day, that to-morrow at 2 o'clock I will be hanged, according to the 
order of the court. Oh, my dear mother, what an awful sound is this to 
reach my ear. Oh, would it covld be otherwise; but you are aware that 

I lustly merit the sentence. You are knowing to my being a bad man; and 
dear mother, had you given me the proper advice when young, I would 
now perhaps de doing wel]. It is often I have meditated on this subject 
since my confinement in prison, and often have I recollected my good 

old father's advice when I was young; and repented a thanoamnd nes OVED y 
with sorrow and regret, that I have failed to receive it as good, 
benevolent advice. If such a course I had tenn at this time. But it 
_is too late to talk of Sites past and gone. The time has come 

when I shall have to take my departure from this world, and it matin ny. 
heart, to know that I have to leave you and my brothers anc sisters; 

and much am I mortified to think how distantly you have treated me while 
here in prison. Not the first time have you been to see me, but I can 
freely excuse you for all this, and I do hope you will prepare to meet 
‘Jesus in Havene 

Dear Mother, long has the time been that life was not any 

' satisifaction to me. I am now in the dungeon with the cold and icy bands 


clasped around me, and cold clay. Much have I suffered, but afters. 


Sec 


2:ofclock tomorrow, my troubles will all be over or worse than they are 
at present. This I am not able to tell. I have been preparing to meet 
my God, praying diligently for mercy and for the pardon of my sins, but 
I do not know whether my prayers have been heard or not. The Scriptures 
say "that the spirit of the Lord shall not always strive with man," and 
again say: "he that calls upon the Lord in the last hours shall be 
saved." If so, I feel Some spark of hope, but I tell you this hope is 


hanging upon a slender thread. 
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hands of a certain physician, who at that time was a frequent visitor 


Be this as it may, the body disappeared from the grave, adding 


another sentation and intensifying the awe and terror of the already 


frightened minds of the injabitants--some fear looking upon it as a 
S 


supernatural happening brought on as a warning that an innocent man. 


had been hung, while not.a few thought that. 
Bs 


